ROBESPIERRE
ately after the fall of the Girondins. His private note-
book—perhaps the most valuable document we have
of his—proves him to have been the veritable head of
the government. He busied himself with the direction
of every State function, not the least (in spite of Carnot's
statement to the contrary) with the conduct of the war
and the management of the army. Abroad he was re-
garded as the head of the French nation to such an
extent that the Duke of York, reporting to his govern-
ment the situation on the battle front, speaks of
"Robespierre's soldiers". His imprint upon public life
in France was sufficiently great to draw from Restif de
la Bretonne a lament about "this Puritan, this Robes-
pierrist age".
Officially, however, his power was no greater than
that of any other member of the Committee of Public
Safety. The majority of that Committee and the Com-
mittee of General Security—which together governed
France—was, as a matter of fact, opposed to him. On
the first, he could count, beside himself, on the sup-
port of only two out of the twelve members—Saint-
Just and Couthon; on the second, on two out of eleven
—Lebas and David. His proposals in the Committee
of Public Safety were often rejected, his opponents
glancing at one another and nodding in token of under-
standing. There often were bitter quarrels, which grew
at times so heated that it was necessary to move the
sessions from the ground floor to the first floor of the
Pavilion de Flore, to avoid public scandal. Yet, when
he made up his mind to drive through a policy, he
usually managed to override all opposition as effect-
ively as if he had been an absolute monarch.
What enabled him to do this?
The force before which the Committees and the
Convention sometimes reluctantly had to bend was his
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